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In re application of: Meisel 

Serial No.: 09/772,736 Group Art Unit: 2837 

Filed: January 30, 2001 Examiner: Jeffrey Donels 

| For: KEY ACTUATION SYSTEMS FOR KEYBOARD INSTRUMENTS 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
I Washington, D.C. 20231 
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In response to the Office Action mailed March 13, 2003, please amend the above-referenced 



□ application. 
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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



S 1. (Original) A key actuation system for a keyboard instrument of the type having a 

Eo 

6) 

| plurality of keys, each key having an upper surface and a lower surface and being pivotally 

z 
< 

v supported above a key bed, each key further having a front end that is depressed by a player to play 
o 

5 - a note, the key bed extending under and spaced from the lower surface of the key, the actuation 

< 

X 

1 system comprising: 

5 

QC 

o- an underlever disposed in the space between the lower surface of the key and the key bed 

LI) 

to and between the front end of the key and the pivotal support, the underlever having a first end that 

ui 

| is supported in a stationary position relative to the key bed, a second end that is movable towards 
< 

Q 

| and away from the key bed, and a midportion therebetween, the second end of the underlever being 

Q 
O 

§ in mechanical communication with the key such that movement of the second end of the underlever 

Q 
_J 

2 towards the key bed causes the key to move as if depressed by a player; 

o 

GO 
CVJ 



^ an actuator in mechanical communication with the underlever and operable to move the 

CL 

| second end of the underlever towards the key bed. 

o 

0 2. (Currently Amended) The key actuation system according to claim 1, wherein the 

QC 
W 

z actuator comprises a pull solenoid having a coil portion and a piston, the solenoid operative when 

LLj 

| the coil portion is energized to draw the piston into the coil portion, the solenoid mounted such that 

tr 

CO 

x - the coil portion is disposed below the midportion of the underlever, the piston being in mechanical 
o 

o 

1 communication with the midportion of the underlever such that when the coil portion of the 

Q - solenoid is energized, the piston pulls the midportion of the underlever downwardly causing the 
o 

u. 

second end of the underlever to move towards the key bed. t 
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S 3. (Currently Amended) The key actuation system according to claim 1, wherein the 

00 

3 actuator comprises a push solenoid having a coil portion and a piston, the solenoid operative when 

S 

§ the coil portion is energized to push the piston out of the coil portion, the solenoid mounted such 
z 

o that the coil portion is disposed above the midportion of the underlever, the piston being in 

o 

| mechanical communication with the midportion of the underlever such that when the coil portion of 

< 
x 

z the solenoid is energized, the piston pushes the midportion of the underlever downwardly causing 
o- the second end of the underlever to move towards the key bed. t 

o 

UJ 

53 

UJ 
D 

| 4. (Currently Amended) The key actuation system according to claim 1, wherein the 

< 

Q 

| underlever is a flexible underlever that flexes when the actuator moves the underlever. t 

□ 
o 

i 

Q 

z 5. (Currently Amended) An actuation system for a keyboard instrument of the type 

o 

CO 
CM 

d having a plurality of pivotally supported keys having front ends that are depressed by a player to 

CL 

| play a note, the keyboard instrument further having a counterweight system comprising a 
g 

u counterweight that is separate from the keys, the counterweight being in mechanical communication 
z 

8 with one of the keys such that depression of the front end of the key causes the counterweight to 



LU 

Q 

< move in a first direction, the actuation system comprising: 

OJ 

-I 



CC 
CL 

CO 

X 

o 

(3 



an actuator operable to move the counterweight in the first direction, t 



I 6. (Currently Amended) The actuator system according to claim 5, wherein the 

x counterweight is pivotally supported and pivots when the key is depressed, the first direction being 

LL 

° a rotational direction and the actuator being operable to pivot the counterweight in the first 



rotational direction, t 
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7. (Currently Amended) Th e actuator syst e m according to claim 5, wherein An 
8 actuation system for a keyboard instrument of the type having a plurality of pivotallv supported 



< keys having front ends that are depressed by a player to play a note, the keyboard instrument further 

i 
y 

2 having a counterweight system comprising a counterweight that is in mechanical communication 

2 

< 

0 with one of the keys such that depression of the front end of the key causes the counterweight to 
I 

1 move in a first direction, the actuation system comprising: 

o" 
o 

w an actuator operable to move the counterweight in the first direction, the actuator is being a 

w 

i push solenoid having a coil portion and a piston, the actuator operable when the coil portion is 

§ energized to push the piston at least partially out of the coil portion, the solenoid being mounted 

i 

§ such that the piston is in mechanical communication with part of the counterweight and is operable 

o to push on the part of the counterweight when the coil portion is energized to cause the 
± 

o 

00 
CM 



counterweight to move in the first direction, t 



o 

CL 



§ 8. (Currently Amended) The actuator system according to claim 5, wherein An 

0 

z actuation system for a keyboard instrument of the type having a plurality of pivotallv supported 

o keys having front ends that are depressed by a player to play a note, the keyboard instrument further 
< 

j having a counterweight system comprising a counterweight that is in mechanical communication 

z 

cr 

& with one of the keys such that depression of the front end of the key causes the counterweight to 

x 

o 

o move in a first direction, the actuation system comprising: 

i 

* an actuator operable to move the counterweight in the first direction, the actuator is being a 

Q* 

oc 

t pull solenoid having a coil portion and a piston, the actuator operable when the coil portion is 
o 

. energized_to_draw: the, pistoninto the. coil portion, Jhe. solenoid.being mounted.such that. the_piston„is . „ 
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S in mechanical communication with part of the counterweight and is operable to pull on the part of 
the counterweight when the coil portion is energized to cause the counterweight to move in the first 



GO 
CO 

m 

§ direction, t 

CO 

Z 
< 

X 

o 

2 9. (Currently Amended) The actuator system according to claim 5, wh e rein An 

5 

< 

§ actuation system for a keyboard instrument of the type having a plurality of pivotallv supported 
§ keys having front ends that are depressed by a player to play a note, the keyboard instrument further 

o" 
o 

uj having a counterweight system comprising a counterweight that is in mechanical communication 

CO 
UJ 

1 with one of the keys such that depression of the front end of the key causes the counterweight to 

% 

g move in a first direction, the actuation system comprising: 
I 

Q 

§ an actuator operable to move the counterweight in the first direction, a portion of the 

Q 

o counterweight comprising comprising a ferromagnetic material and the actuator is -being operable to 
z 

o 

8 electromechanically move the ferromagnetic material to cause the counterweight to move in the first 

6 

CL 

2 direction, t 

o 

0 10. (Currently Amended) A player keyboard instrument for producing notes and 

en 

UJ 
Q 
Z 
< 

Uj 

1 a key bed; 

<r 

Q_ 

x - a plurality of keys, each key having an upper surface and a lower surface and being pivotally 

o 

„ supported above the key bed, each key further having a front end that is depressed by a player to 
q- play a note, the key bed extending under and spaced from the lower surface of the key, each key 

tr 

2 

^ having a post extending downwardly from the lower surface of the key towards the key bed, the 
y post including a portion of ferromagnetic material; ------ 



actuating the keys to simulate being played by an operator, the keyboard instrument comprising: 
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8 
S 

S a counterweight system comprising a plurality of counterweights, one of the counterweights 

CO 

St 

S being in mechanical communication with each of the keys such that depression of the front end of 

CO 

w 
en 

| each key causes the corresponding counterweight to move in a first direction; 



z 

o a plurality of actuator coils disposed in the space between the lower surface of the keys and 

o 

| the key bed, one of the actuator coils being disposed about each of the posts, each actuator coil 

< 
i 



z operable to electromechanically move the ferromagnetic portion of the corresponding post 

QC 

o- downwardly so as to move the corresponding key. t 



11. (Currently Amended) A key actuation system for a keyboard instrument of the type 



LLI 

So 

UJ 

D 
Z 
LLI 

Q 

| having a plurality of keys, each key being pivotally supported and having a front end that is 

Q 
O 

| depressed by a player to play a note, the actuation system comprising: 

Q 
_i 

z a plurality of actuators operable to move at least some of the plurality of keys, the plurality 

o 

CO 
CM 

. of actuators together comprising: 

a; 

| a block of ferromagnetic material with a plurality of bores defined therein, 

g 

o a winding disposed in each of the bores, each of the windings having a hole defined 

2 

8 therein, and 

GC 
UJ 
Q 

< a piston at least partially disposed in each of the holes, each piston being in 

UJ 

-I 



I mechanical communication with one of the keys such that movement of the piston causes 

Q_ 

CO 

o movement of the key; 

QC 
O 

eg wherein energizing one of the windings causes the corresponding piston to move 



GC 



£ relative to the winding, thereby moving one of the keys. 
2 
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S 12. (Currently Amended) The key actuation system according to claim 11, wherein each 

of the keys further has a rear end that moves upwardly when the front end is depressed, the 

§ actuation system further comprising a plurality of underlevers each having a movable end and a 
z 

co mounted end, the movable end being positioned under the rear end of one of the keys such that 
o 

| upward movement of the movable end causes the movable end to lift the rear end of the key 

< 
x 



z upwardly, the underlevers providing the mechanical communication between the pistons and the 

CO 

o- keys, t 



o 

ui 
to 

UJ 

D 
Z 



aj 13. (Currently Amended) The key actuation system according to claim 12, wherein the 



a 

I block is positioned rearwardly of the rear ends of the keys and the underlevers are disposed above 

Q 
O 

| the block, the plurality of actuators being push solenoids such that energizing the windings causes 

Q 

z the pistons to move upwardly out of the holes in the windings and push on the underlevers. t 

o 

00 

eg 
6 

| 14. (Currently Amended) The key actuation system according to claim 12, wherein the 

5 block is positioned rearwardly of the rear ends of the keys and the underlevers are disposed below 
8 the block, the plurality of actuators being pull solenoids such that energizing the windings causes 

LU 
Q 

< the pistons to be drawn upwardly into the holes in the windings and to pull on the underlevers. t 

UJ 

-J 
z 

£T 
£L 
CO 

o 15. (Currently Amended) The key actuation system according to claim 11, further 

QC 

o 

comprising a plurality of underlevers each having a movable end and a mounted end, the movable 



CE 



£ end being positioned under the one of the keys between the front end of the key and the pivotal 
° support, the movable end being in mechanical communication with the key such that downward 



Ser. No. 09/772,736 



8- 



30519aka 



O 
O 

o 

(0 



S movement of the movable end causes the front end of the key to be moved downwardly, the 

CD 

S underlevers providing the mechanical communication between the pistons and the keys, t 

CO 
10 

d) 
o 
o 

00 

2 

e 16. (Currently Amended) The key actuation system according to claim 15, wherein the 

o 

| block is positioned below the underlevers, the plurality of actuators being pull solenoids such that 

< 

X 

z energizing the windings causes the pistons to be drawn downwardly into the holes in the windings 
1 

" and to pull down on the underlevers. t 

o 

ui 
So 

UJ 

D 

5 17. (Currently Amended) The key actuation system according to claim 15, wherein the 

< 

Q 

| block is positioned below the keys and above the underlevers, the plurality of actuators being push 

Q 
O 



§ solenoids such that energizing the windings causes the pistons to move downwardly out of the holes 
in the windings and to push down on the underlevers. t 



o 

00 
CM 



O 



I 18. (Currently Amended) A key actuation system for a keyboard instrument of the type 

e 

5 having a key fulcrum pivotally supporting a plurality of keys, each key having a front end disposed 
z 

8 forward of the fulcrum which is depressed by a player, and a rear end disposed rearward of the 
hi 

Q 

< fulcrum that pivots upwardly when the front end is depressed, said system comprising: 

LU 

| a pivotal support; 

CL 
W 

o a rocking lever arm supported by the support and having a lifting end on one side of the 

oc 
o 

eg support in mechanical communication with the rear end of one of the keys and a piston end on the 

g other side of the support, the piston end including a portion of ferromagnetic material; and 
o 
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S an actuator coil having a opening therein, the coil disposed such that the piston end of the 

00 

*r 

CM 

S lever arm is at least partially disposed in the opening, the actuator operable to electromechanically 

10 

oS 

| move the piston end of the lever arm. t 

Z 

< 

o 

I 

o 

5 - 19. (Currently Amended) The actuation system according to claim 18, wherein the 

< 
i 

z piston end of the rocking lever arm is generally blade shaped and the coil is generally rectangular 
1 

o- with a generally rectangular opening therein, t 

LU 

& 

LU 
D 
Z 



w 20. (Currently Amended) The actuation system according to claim 18, wherein the 

< 

Q 

| pivotal support is disposed rearward of the rear end of the key and the piston end of the lever arm is 

Q 

O 

§ positioned rearward of the pivotal support, t 



Q 

-J 
O 



o 

00 
CM 



O 



21. (Currently Amended) A key actuation system for a keyboard instrument of the type 



| having a plurality of pivotally supported keys each having a front end which is to be depressed by a 



o player to pivot the key, said system comprising: 



o3 
Z 

co a primary underlever having a mounted end and a free end that is movable in at least a first 

LU 
O 

< direction; 

LU 
-I 

| an actuator operable to move the primary underlever such that the free end of the primary 

§ underlever moves in the first direction; and 

DC 
CD 



c§ a secondary underlever having a mounted end and a free end that is movable in at least a 

QC 

g second direction, the free end being in mechanical communication with one of the keys such that 
2 

LL 

° when the free end of the secondary underlever moves in the second direction, the key pivots as if 
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5 depressed by a player, the secondary underlever further having a midportion defined between the 
mounted and free ends; 

§ the free end of the primary underlever being in mechanical communication with the 

z 

0 midportion of the secondary underlever such that when the free end of the primary underlever 
o 

|- moves in the first direction, the free end of the secondary underlever is moved in the second 
< 

X 

z direction, t 

CE 
CQ 

o" 
o 

£ 22. (Currently Amended) A player keyboard instrument for producing notes and 

UJ 

D 

| actuating the keys to simulate being played by an operator, the keyboard instrument comprising: 

< 

| a plurality of pivotally supported keys, each key having an upper surface and a lower 

Q 
O 

| surface, each key further having a front end that is depressed by a player to play a note, each key 

Q 
_) 

^ having a post extending downwardly from the lower surface of the key, the post including a portion 

o 

00 
CO 

^ of ferromagnetic material; 

| a sensor operable to sense movement of the posts of each of the keys; 

5 a sound reproduction system in communication with the sensor and operable to produce 

z 

co sound in response to movement of the posts; and 

UJ 

Q 

< a plurality of actuator coils, one of the actuator coils being disposed about each of the posts, 

UJ 

_l 

1 each actuator coil operable to electromechanically move the corresponding post downwardly so as 

a. 

co 

§ to move the corresponding key. t 

cr 
o 

co" 



£ 23. (Currently Amended) The keyboard instrument according to claim 22, wherein the 

o 

u_ 

LL 

a sensor comprises a plurality of individual sensors, t 
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3 24. (Original) The keyboard instrument according to claim 22, wherein each of the posts 

includes a finger extending from a lower end thereof, the sensor being operable to sense movement 



| of fingers. 



z 
< 

CD 
X 

o 

I 25. (New) The actuator system according to claim 5, wherein the actuator is a push 

< 
i 

1 solenoid having a coil portion and a piston, the actuator operable when the coil portion is energized 

QC 

o- to push the piston at least partially out of the coil portion, the solenoid being mounted such that the 

o 

k piston is in mechanical communication with part of the counterweight and is operable to push on 

w 
D 

2 the part of the counterweight when the coil portion is energized to cause the counterweight to move 

Q 

| in the first direction. 

Q 
O 

§ 

Q 

o 26. (New) The actuator system according to claim 5, wherein the actuator is a pull 

z 

g 

w solenoid having a coil portion and a piston, the actuator operable when the coil portion is energized 

b 

2 to draw the piston into the coil portion, the solenoid being mounted such that the piston is in 

o 

t mechanical communication with part of the counterweight and is operable to pull on the part of the 

o 

o counterweight when the coil portion is energized to cause the counterweight to move in the first 

Ul 

z direction. 
< 

UJ 

-I 
z 

§5 27. (New) The actuator system according to claim 5, wherein a portion of the 

X 

o 

o counterweight comprises a ferromagnetic material and the actuator is operable to 
£ electromechanically move the ferromagnetic material to cause the counterweight to move in the first 

Q 

CC 

2 direction. 
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REMARKS 

This proposed amendment is being submitted for discussion purposes during an interview 
scheduled for Wednesday, May 21, 2003, at 5:00 p.m. Any questions should be directed to 



z 

CD Applicant's below-signed representative. 

o 

5 

< 
I 

CD . 
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o" 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Douglas L. Wathen (Reg. No. 41,369) 
Gifford, Krass, Groh, Sprinkle, Anderson 
* & Citkowski, P.C. 

| 280 N. Old Woodward Avenue, Ste. 400 

^ Birmingham, MI 48009 

| Tele: 734-913-9300 

§ Fax: 734-913-6007 
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Dated: ,2003 



